I was happily placed at Cagnes both for work and
pleasure, Monte Carlo thirty kilometres or so on one side
and Cannes even nearer on the other.    On the Riviera
in those days there was very little villa entertaining.    One
met one's friends always at the various casinos which took
the place of the social clubs of the great cities.   For a
woman life was made easy.   There was no necessity to
keep up a large establishment.   At nearly every one of
the casinos the cuisine, service and wines were all excellent.
There was always a cabaret show for the elders and
dancing for the younger generation.   In retrospect, I
often fancy that the gambling in this part of the world
occupied too much place in the imagination of those who
have never actually been residents.   I had many friends,
even in those days, who frequented the casino regularly
but who seldom adventured even a louis.   There are
plenty of other ways of passing the time.   The bars are
always made attractive, there is music and in the summer-
time the casinos, except for the golf, are the centres of all
sport.   The tennis-courts at Monte Carlo are famous
everywhere.   It has also a beach and a beautiful swimming-
pool.   The same can be said of Cannes and, to a lesser
extent, Juan-les-Pins.   Nice has, architecturally, the most
beautiful casino on the coast, but too much money was
spent upon its erection, the 1914 war came along and it
fell upon evil times.   It has now been acquired by the
Societe des Bains de Mer, but it is only open for a compara-
tively short time during the year.   Its theatrical per-
formances, however, are famous and it has a large clientele
entirely its own, for one is apt to forget, when thinking
of Nice, that besides being magnificently situated by the
sea and having one of the longest and most attractive
promenades in the world, it is also the fifth largest city in
France.  It has a large floating population; gambling could
be indulged in, up to the last few years, at the lowest
possible rates, and there are countless elderly ladies of a type
one used to meet at Leamington, Cheltenham and Bath,
66